X.

THE LION'S BROOD.   241-220 B. C.

Two factions controlled Carthage, the Barcine or war-faction, and the Hanno
or peace party. Hamilcar, the head of the former, planned to conquer Spain
in order to replace Sicily, and in 236 B. c. led an expedition thither. In the
succeeding eight years, Hamilcar, basing on Gades, subdued a considerable
part of western Iberia. He was succeeded by Hasdrubal, his son-in-law, who
continued his wise and energetic policy, and largely increased the Carthaginian
holding. Hannibal was Hasdrubal's cavalry-commander, and in 221s. c., on
Hasdrubal's death, became head of the Iberian army. Saguntum, chief of the
Greek colonies on the eastern coast, fearing the extension of Carthaginian
power, applied to Rome for protection. This Rome gave her, and notified
Carthage that her forces must not cross the Ebro, to which ultimatum Carthage
was fain to agree. Hannibal had inherited from his father, not only an army,
but the purpose to use it for an invasion of Italy overland. He was not strong
enough at once to undertake this, and his first two years in Spain were spent in
consolidating his conquests there. In this he showed wisdom, energy and in-
telligence ; and in one of his campaigns when the barbarians, relying on his
youth, had rebelled and cut him off from Cartagena, he showed the qualities
of an Alexander in dealing with such enemies, and defeated them on the Tagus
with great slaughter. Titus Livius, his bitterest enemy, has left us a pen-pic-
ture of the young commander, which testifies to his splendid attributes.

THERE were, as stated in a former chapter, two factions
in Carthage. The one was headed by Hamilcar Barca, the
leader of the liberal or aristocratic or patriotic party, so to
speak, which was wedded to a war policy or policy of resist-
ance, despite the late defeat and the serious condition of Car-
thage. The other was led by Hanno, the head of the demo-
crats or conservatives, who represented conciliation and peace,
or in other words the acceptance of the situation, and was sus-*
nected of Dlavinp* into the hands of the Romans. The usualar, whose course it is notwars of Home. But as the rise of the art of war
